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Cooperstown last Wednesday morn-
ing. Wilham Kerber, a farmer
living alone with his hired man, John
Zob;k‘gdl into a deadly® fight with
a hatchet in which Zobak loses his
life and-Kerber is badly hacked up.
Wednesday morning. Kerber claims
that his h\wxy\mn attempted to rob
him and deliberately struck him in
the face with an  hatchet while he
was lying in bed with the intention
of killing him. The two men en-
gage ina hand to hand, life and
death struggle so Kerber claims and
the hired man is choked and forced
on his back, the hatchet taken from
him and he is then and there dis-
patched by Kerber, the hatchet
being driven into his head and
Dbrains several times.  Kerber says
he did it in self defense and that if he
had not killed Zobak, Zobak would
have killed him. A man is certainly
justified in defendings his. .own life,
but whether Kerber was justified in
killing Zobak when he ‘had him at
his mercy and could have choked or

pounded him into insensibility with- i

out using the hatchet in the above
described manner and got out of his
way, is another thing, and the
Coroner’s jury have a very grave
case to solve with only Kerber's
side of the story togoon. The
room in which the tragedy was com-
mitted is a small one. The bed
clothes- are torn and smeared with
blood, the walls lnd ﬂoor likewise,
the stove is knocked down ,and
where the dead man lay great pools
of congealed blood and  gore lie in
different places on the floor. The
scene is too horrible to contemplate
and shows that a vicious battle for
life had been fought, The-low-ceil-
ing contains_the marks of the hatch-
et where the mesk had missed the
stroke. It is by long odds the
ghastliest and bloodiest affair that
has ever occurred in this state and
ene of the great‘huklf;’er ot cases
which will never be fully explained.
The CoURIER eglitor went to see
Mr. Kerber at the Palace hotel for
the purpose of gettiog his story.
Kerber told his story as follows:
“John Zobak- is the name of my

hired man.  The affair teok. place
Wednesday morning about . seven
o'clock. I usually getup first to

build the fire, but on this particular
morning, John got up first and went
outdoers. He returned in abouta
minute. I said te him, ‘while you
are up you had better build the ‘fire.
He did so:; I was lying onthe front
side of the ved with my face turned
towards the wall—had my eyes
clesed but was mnot asleep. = First
thing T knew, the hatchet came

down en my face, cutting me from|y,

the right eye down below the jaw,
breaking my cheek and jaw bones.
When he struck me he never said

a word. Isaid tohim, ‘what are
you doing John,' and he replied
‘give me some money, Iam going

away.’ Igetup and he struck me
with the hatchet again on the front
of the scalp. I then took him by

miles southeadt of back with me on top ot him, and I

made him give up the hatchet, by
that time, and he commenced to beg
tor his life, saying that he hada wife
and children, and I sheuld let him
alone.’” I thought that it was either
iy life’er his and 'to save myself I
lhﬂught Ihad better wind him up
while T had a chance and did so. I
then got partly dressed and went
over to. Fred Lilly"s house where
they dressed my . wounds, and Mr.
Lilly brought me to town.” Thisis
Kerber's story and as the other man
is dead, no one will ever know the
other side, ¥

Coreoner Kerr and Sheriff Green-
land went out yesterday morning to
hold an inquest. _ A coroner's jury,
consisting of Nels Hemmingsen,
WmitSaar and W. A. Baker was
summoned, and after an investiga-
tion, rendered a verdict to the effect
that “Zobak met his death fro
wounds in the head, inflicted frém
some sharp instrument in the hands
. Kerber.” The remains were

interred \in the cemetery. Funeral
at 2 o'clogk.
HANNA¥FORD.

Exd Olson is the landlord of town,

Mr, Ole Oleson wis in town last Sun-
day.

Mr. Gabriel Berg is up visiting his
brother John.

Miss Juliana Smrlv went up north
last Wednesday te see her sister, Mrs.
Hammer.

John Berg 18 Leoming the town by
biiilding unladdition to his shep.

L. Samuelson says he can’t buy wheat
when he gets no b——r, 0. K,

Swisx Bell Ringors.

The only troupe of Swiss Bell Ringers
in the United States will appear at the
court-house, Tuesdny evening, Deo. 6th,
The company has been traveling for
nearly a quarter of o century and have
delighted audiences in all parts of the
world and have dene much toward
elevating the art of music. ‘I'he Chica-
go Inter-Ocenn says: “The Onks Com-
pany of Comedians aud Swiss Bell
Ringers made ther appearance at the
‘Windsor last night for the fourth time
in Chicago and from the size of the
audience that greeted them they have
lost none of their !x.rmer popularity.
Their specinlties are clever in the ex-
treme. Their songs are all good and
the way they sing them denotes vocal
powers of more than ordinary ability,
The musical part of the programme at
times was listened te with breathless
interest. Alice Oakes'is certainly the

, | representative Herfest of America and

the intrument she introduced last night
was beyond doubt the inest Larp ever
seen on any stage in Chicago.  The
Windsor muunagement congratulate
themselves in  aunouncing that the
company will hold the boards the bal-
ance of this and next week.” Tickets
re on salé at the post-office.  Admis-
sion. “25¢., S0e. and 75cts.

LANDS FOIU SALIC.
20.000 ueres of chioice farming
lands for sale cheap on cash or crop
‘payments in township 145, ranges 59, 60
and 61. The most feriile part of Griggs
county. ~Address J. W. Fiero, Hanna-
ford, Griggs county, N. D., or see him

the throat and choked his wind off

kon section 26-60-145. -




